
1989 solar storm caused a nine-hour
power outage in quebec

On 13 March 1989, the largest magnetic storm of the last century caused widespread effects on power systems

including a blackout of the Hydro-Qu&#233;bec system. Since then this event has become the archetypal

disturbance for examining the geomagnetic hazard to power systems.

On March 13, 1989 the entire province of Quebec, Canada suffered an electrical power blackout. Hundreds of

blackouts occur in some part of North America every year. The Quebec Blackout was different, because this

one was caused by a solar storm! On Friday March 10, 1989 astronomers witnessed a powerful explosion on

the sun.

The Toronto Star in Quebec, at least on Page 3, considered the blackout in its own province to be a significant

news event, and on March 13, 1989 announced, "Huge Storms on Sun linked to blackout that crippled

Quebec" "Fiery storms on the Sun may have caused yesterday''s huge power blackout that left almost 6 million

people without heat ...

CMEs can cause magnetic storms affecting communication systems, power grids, and astronauts in space.

Two days later, a cloud of solar plasma with electrically-charged particles, reached Earth''s magnetic field

causing a geomagnetic storm. The collision caused intense auroras at the poles that could be seen as far south

as Florida and Cuba.

On 13 March 1989, the largest magnetic storm of the last century caused widespread effects on power systems

including a blackout of the Hydro-Qu&#233;bec system. Since then this event has become the archetypal

disturbance for examining the geomagnetic hazard to power systems. However, even 30 years on from 1989,

the story of exactly what happened in March 1989 is far ...

In Canada, power companies BC Hydro and Hydro-Qu&#233;bec stated that they had prepared for the storm,

and monitored it as its ejecta struck Earth on 10-11 May. Unlike in 1989 where a previous solar storm caused

a nine-hour long power outage in Qu&#233;bec, no outages were reported as a result of the storm''s effects.

[58] [59]

From time to time we get larger solar storms. Only two solar storms have ever caused a power cut - the main

one is in March 1989 geomagnetic storm which caused a nine-hour power cut in Quebec. [ There was one

other power cut from a solar storm in 2003. It caused a one-hour blackout in southern Sweden for 50,000

customers

This storm, the second largest storm experienced in the past 50 years, totally shut down Hydro-Quebec, the

power grid servicing Canada''s Quebec province: Montreal, March 15, 1989. Hydro-Quebec confirms that the
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March 13 blackout was caused by the strongest magnetic storm ever recorded since the 735-kV power system

was commissioned.

1989: Residents of the southern U.S. viewed a once-in-a-lifetime display of the Northern Lights. This solar

storm also caused the entire province of Quebec, Canada, to suffer an electrical power blackout. 1990:

Thunderstorms produced severe weather from northwest Texas to Wisconsin, Iowa, and Nebraska during the

day and into the night. Severe ...

In 1989 a solar storm caused a nine-hour outage in Quebec. "We also experienced solar storms in 2003, 2017

and most recently in 2022, when the company Space X lost 40 of its satellites", says Solheim Thinn.

According to the New York Times, the storm cost Elon Musk more than one billion kroner. Things could have

been much worse.

Another solar storm, among the severest since Carrington, caused a nine-hour blackout in Quebec back in

1989 - before the Internet mattered so much beyond academia. And this year''s widely enjoyed Northern

Lights - visible on 10-11 May from ITU''s host city of Geneva, as well as further south - again reflected

intense solar activity ...

Power Grids: the March 1989 storm David Boteler Natural Resources Canada. David.Boteler@Canada.ca ...

substorm that caused the Hydro-Quebec blackout. Later Phase: Further expansion of the auroral zone ... H.

Saur, and P. Reiff, Effects of the March 1989 solar activity, Eos Trans. AGU, 70(46), 1479, 1486- 1488, 1989.

Boteler, D. H. A 21st ...

March 13, 1989 - The Quebec Blackout Storm. by Solar Storms | History | ... Electrical ground currents

created by the magnetic storm found their way into the power grid of the Hydro-Quebec Power Authority and

the entire Quebec power grid collapsed. Six million people were affected as they woke to find no electricity to

see them through a cold ...

 Web: https://wholesalesolar.co.za
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