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But even at that high rate, it still takes us about 230 million years to make one complete orbit around the
Milky Way! The Milky Way is a spiral galaxy. We believe that it consists of a central bulge, 4 magor arms,
and severa shorter arm segments. The Sun (and, of course, the rest of our solar system) is located near the
Orion arm, between two ...

Obvioudly our solar system lies very close to the galaxy"s equator. Figure 1. Polar view of the Milky Way
Galaxy showing the location of the Solar System. As to our distance from the center of the galaxy, the best
guessisthat we are 26,000 to 28,000 light years from the center.

Our home galaxy is called the Milky Way. It"s a spiral galaxy with adisk of stars spanning more than 100,000
light-years. Earth is located along one of the galaxy"s spiral arms, about halfway from the center. Our solar
system takes about 240 million years to orbit the Milky Way just once.

Our solar system, containing the Sun and the planets, is about 2/3 of the way out from the center of the
Galaxy. The solar system travelsin an orbit around the center of the Galaxy, at a velocity (i.e. speed) of afew
hundred kilometers per second, completing one orbit around the center of the Milky Way about every 230
million years.

Our solar system--which includes the sun, Earth, and seven other planets--is part of this galaxy, called ... you
guessed it ... the Milky Way. The Milky Way contains hundreds of billions of stars like our sun. (And like our
sun, most of these stars have at least one planet orbiting them.) Earth is located about halfway between the
center of ...

The Solar System. Our Immediate Neighborhood. The solar system is a gravitationally bound system
consisting of the Sun, eight planets, numerous moons, asteroids, comets, and other celestial bodies. Our solar
system also orbits around the Milky Way"s center, moving at about 230 kilometers per second.

Many people are not clear about the difference between our Solar System, our Milky Way Galaxy, and the
Universe. Let"s look at the basics. Our Solar System consists of our star, the Sun, and its orbiting planets
(including Earth), along with numerous moons, asteroids, comet material, rocks, and dust.Our Sun is just one
star among the hundreds of billions of ...

The observatory consists of eight radio dishes working together as one telescope, giving astronomers a
window on a wide range of astronomical objects and phenomena: planets and comets in our own Solar
System; the birth of stars and planets; and the supermassive black holes hidden at the centers of the Milky
Way and other galaxies.
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4 days ago& #0183; Milky Way Galaxy - Structure, Dynamics, Stars. The first reliable measurement of the
size of the Galaxy was made in 1917 by American astronomer Harlow Shapley. He arrived at his size
determination by establishing the spatial distribution of globular clusters. Shapley found that, instead of a
relatively small system with the Sun near its centre, as had previously been ...

The Sun orbits the center of the Milky Way, bringing with it the planets, asteroids, comets, and other objects
in our solar system. Our solar system is moving with an average velocity of 450,000 miles per hour (720,000
kilometers per hour).

5 days ago&#0183; solar system, assemblage consisting of the Sun--an average star in the Milky Way
Galaxy--and those bodies orbiting around it: 8 (formerly 9) planets with more than 210 known planetary
satellites (moons); many asteroids, some with their own satellites; comets and other icy bodies; and vast
reaches of highly tenuous gas and dust known as the interplanetary medium.

Our solar system is located in the Orion spiral arm of the Milky Way Galaxy and contains eight officia
planets that orbit counterclockwise around the Sun. The order of the eight official solar system planets from
the Sun, starting closest and moving outward is:. ... The Milky Way galaxy is approximately 100,000

light-years in diameter;
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